Parenchymatous Iritis.?The characteristic feature of this form of inflammation is that the hyperaction going on in the part leads to the formation of nodules of a lowly organized fibrocellular structure at one or more points on the iris ; these excrescences vary in size, in some instances being as small as a pin's head, whereas in others they cover the greater portion of the iris ; in the early stages of the disease they are usually of a reddish brown colour, subsequently they assume a yellowish tinge, and then look very like collections of pus on the iris. Ihese excrescences may either become absorbed or else they suppurate, and the pus gravitating down into the lower part of the anterior chamber, forms an hypopion ; on the other hand, should the fibro-ccllular formations of parenchymatous iritis become absorbed, the iris may return to its normal condition, its contractile tissue being apparently uninjured. We seldom, however, meet with a case of spontaneous recovery ; more often cicatrices form in the iris, and extensive synechia are the result of this form of inflammation.
Parenchymatous iritis may often be traced to the effects of either primary or inherited syphilis; in the latter form of disease it usually manifests itself before the little patient is more than a few months old, but in all instances in which the affection arises from syphilis we may expect to find the fibro-cellular excrescences particularly well defined, in fact almost isolated, the remainder of the fibrous structure of the iris being comparatively healthy, although apparently altered in colour when seen through the muddy aqueous. The nodules observed on the iris under these circumstances, are nothing more nor less lhan gummy tumours, similar to those met with in other.
parts of the body, as a result of syphilis. Our The causes of iritis are often veiled in considerable obscurity. Plastic iritis was formerly supposed to occur in the majority of instances among rheumatic persons, but the truth is we frequently meet with this form of disease in cases where no suspicion of rheumatism exists, and we hardly ever see an instance of advanced leprosy in which plastic iritis is not present. Syphilitic patients again are often subject to this form of iritis ; we see it also following blows or injuries to the eye; in fact it is absolutely impossible to assign a constant cause as the origin of this disease. The same remark applies to parenchymatous iritis: we are no doubt justified in attributing it to a special cause, if the patient has had primary syphilis, and if the excrescences on the iris are particularly well defined, but we shall in practice meet with instances of parenchymatous iritis occurring under circumstances which cannot be thus accounted for. In serous inflammation of the iris we must be on our guard as to choroidal complications; for, as I shall subsequently explain, the diseased action not unfrequently commences in the choroid and spreads to the iris. Independently of any such complications, this description of iritis is most apt to occur among persons in a debilitated state of health.
The main point, however, to bear in mind is, that no form of iritis is characteristic of any particular constitutional dyscrasia ; it appears consequently to be an error to describe one form of iritis as rheumatic, another as syphilitic, and so on; these and numerous other influences, such as malaria, gout, and the like, are equally frequent causes of iritis. It is necessary therefore in every instance to enquire carefully into all the circumstances of the case ; then, and not till then, shall we be able to determine the correct principle upon which our treatment is to be based. give the drug by the mouth, unless in rapidy advancing cases, it being far more under control when used in the form of inunction or as a vapour-bath, and if the mercury does not appear to check the progress of the disease before salivation is induced, it is futile continuing its employment,?that is, the treatment should never be pushed to such an extent that the harmful influence of the drug on the system becomes developed.
(To be continued.)
